Updated 2025-2026
MCS JH and HS

Academic Integrity Policy and
Generative Al Guidance

Academic Integrity and Responsible Al Usage

As we seek to fulfill our mission for students to be equipped to fulfill God’s unique
call and purpose in their lives, MCS looks at our core values to frame the
understanding of what academic integrity means. MCS desires its students to live
with integrity in all aspects of their life, including their academics. When they live
with integrity, they live Biblical truth; honor their relationships with their teachers,
classmates, staff, and family; and pursue excellence by completing tasks with
original work using critical thinking.

It is the desire of Maranatha Christian Schools to create an educational atmosphere
that encourages personal responsibility and integrity in order to honor God
(Colossians 3:23). The learning process is not easy - it involves struggle, time,
effort, perseverance, making mistakes and trying again, and acquiring knowledge
and finding how to use that knowledge (Romans 5:3-5, Galatians 6:9, James 1:12).
However, this process is essential to not only grow as a learner, but to ultimately
live out the vision of being transformed at MCS to go and transform the world.

Academic Integrity

Students are encouraged to build confidence in their thoughts and voice as they
complete their own work.

Students are expected to complete all course work with integrity. Additionally, when
students use the ideas of others, they are expected to properly cite sources, and
respect the work of their classmates by not taking another’s work as one’s own.
Students will adhere to the course syllabus and assignment requirements. When
completing work with academic integrity, a student is using their own mind,
original thought, and/or proper citation.With integrity and original thought as the



foundation of submitting work, MCS requires students complete their work without
the help of a generative Al platform, like ChatGPT.

Academic Dishonesty

Conversely, academic dishonesty is when students use the work of another
(student, internet, author, generative AI) as their own. Academic dishonesty
includes copying or sharing student work, obtaining or distributing test materials
early, using unauthorized digital tools or notes, submitting the same work more
than once, presenting another's work or ideas as your own, failing to properly cite
sources, using fake sources, inappropriate use of app extensions (i.e. Photomath,
Grammarly, etc.), submitting work created by others or Al, and exceeding a 20%
similarity or AI score of any percent above Zero on authorized originality programs.

MCS Educational Perspective of Generative Al

Al technology comes in many forms with many uses and can have both positive and
negative impacts on the classroom environment and student learning. Ultimately
however, Al is not the source of truth. It is a vehicle to deliver information. The
source of Truth is the word of God and MCS depends on the Truth of the word of
God above all else.

With integrity and original thought as the foundation of submitting work, MCS
requires students complete their work without the help of a generative Al
platform, like ChatGPT.

Generative Al is prohibited on any assignment contributing to final course grades.
Student voice and original thought are at the core of the work done at MCS. The
MCS learning outcomes of critical thinking, creativity, collaboration, and
communication will not be achieved with the use of generative Al

Consequences

When students choose to submit work that does not meet the expectations
described, and/or falls under any type of academic dishonesty, the following
consequences will be followed:



Schoolwide Offense #1:

The teacher and student will confer over the findings of flagged content
through originality checkers, the process the student used to complete their
assighment, and teacher discretion. After the teacher and student confer, the
teacher will consult with the Assistant Principal.

The student may receive a zero; however, depending on the severity and
nature of the issue, the student may be given the opportunity to redo the
assighment for up to 60% of their earned score. This decision will be
made on a case-by-case basis, with emphasis on student growth and
accountability.

The Assistant Principal will contact the parent(s) via a Behavior Event Notice
(BEN).

Disciplinary action may include an SSL/Detention.

Schoolwide Offense #2:

The teacher and student will confer over the findings of flagged content
through originality checkers, the process the student used to complete their
assighment, and teacher discretion. After the teacher and student confer, the
teacher will consult with the Assistant Principal.

A second schoolwide offense may result in a zero; however, depending on the
severity and nature of the issue, the student may be given the opportunity to
redo the assignment for up to 30% of their earned score. This decision
will be made on a case-by-case basis, with emphasis on student growth and
accountability.

The Assistant Principal will contact the parent(s) via a Behavior Event Notice
(BEN).

Disciplinary action may include an SSL/Detention.

Schoolwide Offense #3:

The teacher and student will confer over the findings of flagged content
through originality checkers, the process the student used to complete their
assighment, and teacher discretion. After the teacher and student confer, the
teacher will consult with the Assistant Principal.

A third schoolwide offense will result in a zero on the assignment
without the ability to make it up.

The Assistant Principal will contact the parent(s) via a Behavior Event Notice
(BEN) and notify Administration. Parents will be asked to respond.

A parent and student conference with school administration will be required.



e Disciplinary action may include an SSL/Detention or suspension. In the case
of suspension, a letter explaining the incident will be placed in the student’s
permanent file.

Schoolwide Offense #4:

e The teacher and student will confer over the findings of flagged content
through originality checkers, the process the student used to complete their
assignment, and teacher discretion. After the teacher and student confer, the
teacher will consult with the Assistant Principal.

e A fourth schoolwide offense will result in a zero on the assignment
without the ability to make it up.

e The Assistant Principal will contact the parent(s) via a Behavior Event Notice
(BEN) and notify Administration. Parents will be asked to respond.

e A parent and student conference with school administration will be required.
Disciplinary action will include suspension and consideration for dismissal
from MCS. In either case, a letter explaining the incident will be placed in the
student’s permanent file.
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